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Description: 

Watznaueria ovata BUKRY, 1969 

Figs . 11 , 12- Watznaueria ovata BuKRY, n . sp., 11) holotype, distal view, 
x 8750; 12) proximal, x 8550. 

Watznaueria 
ovata 

This elliptical coccolith with eccentnc1ty of 1.2 to 1.5 has a large, oval central opening. In 
distal view, the outer cycle is composed of 28 to 31 elements that imbricate dextrally and incline 
counterclockwise. The second cycle overlaps the rim cycle and is made of 24 to 29 dextrally 
imbricated elements inclined slightly clockwise. The innermost cycle is reduced to a narrow 
wall of elements (16 in the single specimen countable) lining the central opening, which occupies 
21 to 42 percent of the length of the coccolith (mean, 31 percent; holotype, 33 percent). In 
proximal view, the proximal shield is composed of 24 to 28 elements that imbricate sinistrally 
and incline slightly counterclockwise. The proximal shield is composed of a single cycle of 
elements and has about the size of the distal shield. 
Maximum diameter: 6.3 fl.· 

Remarks: 

This form is structurally allied to the Watznaueria barnesae group of coccoliths, but is distinct 
because of its large, smooth central opening. It differs from Cyclolithella ( = Cyclolithus) 
solidus (STovER) in its nonscalloped margin and presence of 3 cycles of elements. 

Type level: 

Early Santonian (Lower Austin Chalk). 

Known range: Santonian. 

Type locality: 

Farm Road 1382, South Dallas County, Texas, U .S.A. 

Occurrence: Texas. 

FARINACCI 1973 - VI/241 



Depository: 

Geology Department of the University of Illinois, Urbana, Illinois. Holotype, UI-H-3128, 
distal view (fig. 11 ). Primary paratype, UI-H-3124, proximal view (fig. 12). Other paratypes, 
UI-H-3125 through UI-H-3127, UI-H-3129. 

Author: 

Bukry D., 1969, p. 33; pl. 11, figs. 11, 12. 

Reference: 

Upper Cretaceous Coccoliths from Texas and Europe. Univ. Kansas Paleont. Contr., Art. 51, 
(Protista 2), 79 pp., 40 pls., 1 text-fig. 
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